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Reading 

 
Reader: In the movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, George Bailey gets a wonderful gift of 
seeing what the world would have been like without him in it. Clarence Odbody, the 
angel sent to help George, tells him this: 
 
Voice of Clarence [heard, not seen]: “You've been given a great gift, George: a chance 
to see what the world would be like without you. … Strange, isn’t it? Each person’s life 
touches so many other lives, and when they aren’t around, it leaves an awful hole, 
doesn’t it?” 
 
Reader: Like George Bailey, we sometimes need some help to see our true value. This 
is not the net worth we have—but the worth we give—in the form of our offerings of love 
and presence and relationships. 

 
 

Sermon 
 
This week, as we are challenged to discover our courageous vision for our presence 
and impact in the world. That sounds a lot like what a business or a congregation does 
when it crafts a mission and vision statement. Anyone who has been through that 
process probably understands that it can be challenging and will take some time and 
attention.  
 
And we know that after we identify our vision for how we feel called to show up in the 
world, we need to figure out how to actually live into that vision. 
 
So today we will talk about some strategies or practices for tackling both: identifying, 
and then actually living more fully into, our courageous vision for our lives. 
 
The first is the idea of a particular kind of life review: to look at what you have actually 
done that has blessed the world. Clarence offered this to George Bailey in the movie by 
showing him how his choices and actions and sometimes just his presence had made a 
much bigger difference than he had even imagined. He discovered that his life had 



offered great gifts - great treasures! - that he had indeed spent in ways that blessed 
other people. Some of these treasures were money, such as the money he saved up for 
his honeymoon that he used to save the bank, which in turn saved the homes and 
savings of so many people in the town. But his money alone was not enough to save 
the bank! His example, however, inspired others to give what they could, which inspired 
everyone to stop acting out of fear and to only withdraw enough money to tide them 
over until their next paycheck.  
 
And most of George Bailey’s treasures had nothing to do with money at all. His courage 
and love led him to jump into an icy pond without a second thought, and save his 
brother from drowning when they were kids. When the druggist was reeling from the 
death of his only son, George saved him from making a fatal mistake and poisoning 
someone, by bringing it to his attention. His love for Mary, his wife, was a great strength 
and inspiration to her. His genuine love and care for the working-class immigrants in his 
town led to him granting them loans that no other bank was willing to offer. His honesty 
and integrity inspired the love of friends and family, and was an example that they all 
tried to live up to. 
 
When we look back over our own lives, what do we see? Where have we been a 
blessing to the lives of others: how we have helped lift someone’s burden; shown 
someone their own worth; dug deep to give needed money that can make a big 
difference for someone who is in need of help; made a hard choice in order to protect 
someone; bent the arc of justice another millimeter in the right direction? Can we see 
the treasures buried in these moments? Such moments can give us good clues about 
what we value, and what our hearts desire for the long-haul. 
 
When we unearth these treasures, we should be wary of the tendency to judge which of 
our treasures are more valuable, or more righteous, than others. Somewhere in our 
past, probably most of us have heard that “The love of money is the root of all evil,” and 
we often tend to feel guilty about having money - or at least about enjoying it. 
 
But money is a treasure, too. We are supposed to love our treasures! If we love our 
money because of the joys it can bring into our lives, that is good and healthy. If we love 
our money because it makes us able to help others, give more to the half-plate or the 
food bank or the church budget or whatever it is our hearts care about, that is good and 
healthy. So as we look in, let’s react with joy at whatever treasures we may find. 
 
“Looking in” requires a deepening of self-awareness. Becoming more in tune with what 
feels truly life-giving and what feels dread-producing help us realize what we value, and 
therefore, can help us make decisions for how we “spend” our time, talents and money—
what “treasures” we pursue. It can also help us see that when we have given from the 
heart, it has had the greatest impact on others.  
 
So, Never be ashamed of having money. Never be ashamed of not having money. Never 
let anyone else tell you what you should do with your time, talents and treasure. 
 



If you have “friended” Ginger on Facebook, you may have gathered that my spouse is 
reveling in her time as a retired person to read to her heart’s content. And reading is 
definitely a treasure for her. When she reads a book she thinks I might enjoy, she asks 
whether she should add it to my growing stack of books: the ones I want to read when I 
get time. Sometimes, one looks compelling enough that I actually begin to read it, and 
one I recently dove into is A Year to Live: How to Live This Year as if It Were Your Last.  
 
As I began to really imagine having a limited time left in my life, I got to thinking about 
what I would change about my “spending habits” (how I spend time, talent, money and 
energy). What would my priorities be? I realized that I would spend more time with people 
I enjoy being with. I would spend more time listening and less time talking. I would engage 
in more conversations that buoy hope in the communities of which I am a part. I would 
not choose to allocate my time to projects that zap me of the ability to stop and smell the 
roses on a regular basis. I see that I have made progress in these areas, and that my life 
- including my ability to give to others - has improved. I am motivated to do more of what 
is life-giving for me, and to work for similar life-giving choices for all people. 
 
The purpose of engaging in a practice that encourages us to look within, is not to find 
problems, weaknesses, or things to feel guilty about. It is to clarify that core, that “buried 
treasure,” that is unique to each one of us and that is able to bless our lives, the lives of 
others, and the world. It is to identify our strengths and to build upon them, to emphasize 
those things we are good at and that bring our hearts fulfillment and satisfaction, and to 
use those things to bless our lives and the lives of others. It is to see where we are already 
living our values, and to begin to think creatively about how we might challenge ourselves 
to bring more of that into our lives. 
 
In the process, we may find some things that are preventing us from living our values as 
fully as we might like. When that happens, we have the opportunity to look to our strengths 
to develop strategies to help us use our unique and precious treasures the way we would 
really like to. 
 
In “It’s a Wonderful Life,” a crisis of money creates vastly diverse reactions from several 
characters that can hold up a mirror to our own relationships with money. The book 
Integrating Money and Meaning describes some of the ways people interact with money, 
through analyzing the characters in the classic film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” (descriptions 
included at the end) 
 
As I explored the different “money energies,” I found that I was really drawn to the 
Creator/Artist character of Mary Bailey, George’s wife. In the movie. Mary doesn’t mind 
having limited funds, as long as she can pursue her joys: raising her family and helping 
others. When George spends their honeymoon money to save the bank, Mary helps some 
of their friends turns their drafty, leaky house into a beautiful, romantic “getaway” to spend 
their honeymoon in, complete with capons roasting on a spit in the fireplace. I think most 
of us are able tap into our inner Creator/Artist, especially when we can get past our fears, 
our blame and shame and avoidance.  
 



And it is this practice of creativity that I encourage us to return to, when difficult emotions 
or hard conversations arise around money, or any other of our treasures. If we approach 
these topics with a “Wondering” spirit, it allows us to begin to use more creativity in dealing 
with things we may otherwise wish to avoid. When we find that we have an unexpected 
expense, instead of focusing on worrying if it will be enough, we can say to ourselves, “I 
wonder how I will creatively solve the increased cash flow demands this month!” If we find 
ourselves too busy and stressed, we can say, “I wonder which of my activities are most 
life-giving to me right now, and which ones are draining me?” When we think about what 
we can contribute, to our families, to our church community, and to the wider world, we 
can ask, “I wonder what my heart is yearning to give, or what need is calling to me, right 
now?” Wondering short-circuits blame and guilt and allows creativity to begin to operate. 
It is a practice that can help us whenever we face difficult decisions about how to spend 
our time and treasure. 
 
We all have buried treasure, hidden in the seemingly mundane experiences of our lives. 
May we continue to discover our own unique gifts and our own courageous vision.  
  
May we continue to practice living into our most creative, Loving, hospitable, generous, 
values-based, Wonder-full life.  



 


